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FIVE KEY ASKS

Ahead of Budget 2027, IPHA has five key asks

IPHA calls on Government to accelerate reimbursement
reform and deliver on the commitment to reimbursement
decisions within 180 days, ensuring timely and predictable
patient access to more than 50 innovative medicines expected
to become available in 2027.

IPHA calls on Government to provide dedicated funding for life
course immunisation in Budget 2027, separate from the
annual allocation for new medicines, recognising vaccination
as one of the most effective investments in disease prevention
and health system resilience.

We ask the Government to make a targeted investment in
health system readiness for advanced therapies and emerging
treatment modalities, enabling faster access for medicines
where there is an unmet need alongside the development of a
new National Cancer Strategy that reflects the changing
landscape of cancer care.

We ask the Government to prioritise cardiovascular disease
prevention, early detection and measurement in Budget 2027,
recognising that earlier intervention is essential to improving
patient outcomes, reducing avoidable hospitalisations and
supporting long-term health system sustainability.

We ask the Government, in Budget 2027, to reinforce its
commitment to women's health by ensuring that access
pathways keep pace with clinical need and therapeutic
innovation.
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Ahead of Budget 2027, IPHA have five key asks

IPHA calls on Government to accelerate reimbursement
reform and deliver on the commitment to reimbursement

decisions within 180 days, ensuring timely and predictable
patient access to more than 50 innovative medicines expected
to become available in 2027.

IPHA member companies anticipate submitting reimbursement applications for over
50 new medicines in 2027, with the potential to benefit up to 6,000 patients across a
broad range of conditions, including cancer, cardiovascular disease, type 2 diabetes,
Crohn's disease, rheumatoid arthritis, endometriosis and menopause. Based on
publicly available information and current estimates, these treatments have the
potential to improve patient outcomes, enhance quality of life and reduce the
burden of disease on patients, families and carers.

The recently agreed IPHA Framework Agreement on the Pricing and Supply of
Medicines provides a roadmap for faster, fairer access to new treatments. To
translate this commitment into better patient outcomes, reimbursement reforms
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must be supported by adequate Budget 2027 investment and implementation
measures.

IPHA remains committed to working in partnership with Government and the HSE to
accelerate access to innovative medicines and ensure patients in Ireland can benefit
from the latest advances in healthcare as quickly as possible.
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IPHA calls on Government to provide dedicated funding for life
course immunisation in Budget 2027, separate from the
annual allocation for new medicines, recognising vaccination
as one of the most effective investments in disease prevention
and health system resilience.

Ireland continues to under invest significantly in life course immunisation compared
with many of its European peers, leaving avoidable gaps in protection for vulnerable
populations and increasing pressure on health services. At a time when Government
is focused on reducing winter pressures, supporting healthy ageing and
strengthening community-based care, there is a strong case for a dedicated, multi-
year investment in adult immunisation.

Budget 2027 should establish a ringfenced funding stream to support the expansion
of vaccination programmes and the infrastructure required to deliver them
effectively, including workforce capacity, data systems, public awareness initiatives
and programme implementation. A long-term funding approach would enable
strategic planning and sustainable delivery, moving beyond ad hoc or reactive
measures.

Investing in life course immunisation is a cost-effective public health intervention that
can reduce the burden of preventable disease, improve population health outcomes
and alleviate pressure on an already stretched healthcare system.

Government should also continue to recognise immunisation as a strategic public
investment by incorporating vaccination and immunisation into Ireland's Medium-
Term Fiscal-Structural Plan, ensuring prevention is reflected in long-term health and
economic planning under the EU's revised economic governance framework.
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We ask the Government to make a targeted investment in
health system readiness for advanced therapies and emerging
treatment modalities, enabling faster access for medicines
where there is an unmet need alongside the development of a
new National Cancer Strategy that reflects the changing
landscape of cancer care.

While scientific innovation is advancing rapidly, patient access will depend on whether
Ireland's health service has the infrastructure, workforce, diagnostics and governance
arrangements necessary to deliver these therapies effectively.

Budget 2027 should provide dedicated funding to strengthen specialist workforce capacity,
expanded diagnostic and treatment infrastructure, service optimisation, enhanced referral
pathways and governance frameworks, and investment in digital health systems and
health data infrastructure to support delivery and timely patient access. This includes
supporting the implementation of a new National Cancer Strategy that fully integrates
advanced therapies into future cancer planning, including provision for workforce
development, designated treatment centres, data collection, establishment of molecular
tumour boards and equitable access nationwide. This investment is essential to ensure
Ireland is ready to deliver the next generation of innovative medicines and provide
patients with timely access to life-changing treatments.

This should also include the delivery of an Early Access Programme, as committed to in the
Programme for Government, whereby a medicine may be eligible for early access where it
treats a serious, life-threatening or severely debilitating condition for which no suitable
alternative is available and the medicine offers significant improvement for patients.

Following the recent publication of the Health Policy Partnership (HPP) Report it was clear
that advanced cancer therapies such as RLT are rapidly becoming part of the standard of
care internationally. However, successful adoption requires more than regulatory approval
alone. It depends on a health system that is prepared to deliver innovation through
coordinated governance, sustainable funding, specialist workforce planning, molecular
imaging capacity, and robust patient pathways. The Health Policy Partnership Report
highlights that Ireland's readiness remains low to moderate compared with leading
European countries and warns that delays in planning risk widening inequalities in patient
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We ask the Government to prioritise cardiovascular disease
prevention, early detection and measurement in Budget 2027,
recognising that earlier intervention is essential to improving
patient outcomes, reducing avoidable hospitalisations and
supporting long-term health system sustainability.

Cardiovascular disease remains one of Ireland's leading causes of illness and mortality. As
work progresses on the next National Cardiovascular Strategy, Budget 2027 should support
a stronger focus on prevention and population health, ensuring that risk factors are
identified and addressed before serious disease and co-morbidities develop.

Therefore, funding should be provided for enhanced screening and cardiovascular risk
assessment for those aged 35 years and earlier for at-risk populations, stronger data
collection and outcomes measurement, and a greater focus on prevention across the
health system. Support should be provided for the integration of prevention and
population health approaches across primary and community care settings and improved
public awareness and engagement in cardiovascular risk reduction, including initiatives
focused on blood pressure, cholesterol, obesity and other modifiable risk factors.

These measures will help identify disease earlier, prevent the development of co-
morbidities such as type 2 diabetes and chronic kidney disease, improve patient outcomes,
reduce pressure on acute services and align Ireland with the growing national and
European focus on prevention and cardiovascular health.
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We ask the Government, in Budget 2027, to reinforce its
commitment to women's health by ensuring that access
pathways keep pace with clinical need and therapeutic
innovation.

While recent policy measures have improved access to established treatments, not all
women can use, tolerate, or benefit from the same therapeutic options. Addressing these
unmet needs would support the Government's broader objectives for women's health,
wellbeing, participation, and equality.

Budget 2027 should ensure that women's health access policies continue to evolve in line
with evidence and clinical practice, enabling equitable access to licensed and clinically
appropriate treatment options, including non-hormonal therapies where clinically
recommended. This will help ensure that no woman is left behind and that treatment
decisions are guided by patient need and clinical judgement.
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