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Question 1 — What should Ireland choose as the high-level thematic priorities
for its Presidency of the Council in 20267 (max 500 words)

The Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association (IPHA) understands that Ireland’s 2026 Presidency
will need a coherent, cross-cutting theme capable of accommodating a significant volume of inherited
legislative files while also reflecting broader EU priorities across health, competitiveness and
resilience. IPHA also recognises that resilience, both economic, societal and supply-chain, has become
an increasingly unifying concept across Member State discussions and could serve as an effective
organising principle for the Presidency.

Within this context, IPHA recommends that Ireland adopt “Competitiveness for Equity” as its
overarching theme. This framing allows the Presidency to connect improved patient outcomes with
Europe’s long-term competitiveness, supply security and capacity to innovate.

A central theme should be strategic resilience — which should be understood as the ability of EU
systems to absorb shocks and ensure continuity across essential sectors. This includes medicines and
vaccines supply, digital infrastructure, logistics, critical materials, energy systems and public trust.

The theme could be supported by an associated event bringing together European stakeholders across
multiple sectors to examine resilience from a whole-of-society perspective, while still aligning closely
with health priorities.

Aligned with this cross-cutting approach, the Presidency should continue advancing Ireland’s strong
health agenda, focusing on faster and fairer access to innovation. This includes recommitting to
predictable timelines under the Transparency Directive and embedding patient involvement in HTA
and regulatory decision-making. This should include improved access to orphan medicines with a
streamlined reimbursement process.

Health resilience should also be advanced through life-course immunisation, supporting vaccination
against influenza, COVID-19, pneumococcal disease and RSV. Strong immunisation strategies support
population health, reduce system pressures and contribute to AMR mitigation.

Ireland should also elevate brain health and neurological conditions as a strategic lens for dementia
and healthy ageing, supporting the European Partnership for Brain Health and an EU Coordination



Plan for the Brain. This aligns with demographic trends and positions Europe as a leader in brain
research and innovation.

Finally, digital health and data interoperability should be a Presidency priority. Secure, interoperable
health data systems and Al-enabled care pathways can accelerate diagnosis, improve efficiency and
support Europe’s leadership in digital transformation.

Question 2 — Which particular policy areas and legislative proposals should be
a focus of work for the Irish Presidency of the Council in 2026? What should
the Irish Presidency aim to achieve in these areas? (max 500 words)

The legislative agenda for the Irish Presidency will be shaped both by Ireland’s ambitions and by the
volume of files inherited from Denmark and Cyprus in mid-2026. This is expected to include proposals
in biotech, medical products, preparedness, data, and broader competitiveness and resilience
frameworks.

Within this legislative landscape, the EU Biotech Act should serve as a flagship priority. Ireland can
help ensure the Act operates as a simplification instrument, enhancing IP protections, streamlining
approvals and modernising ethical review processes — rather than creating new barriers. A competitive
and globally attractive biotech ecosystem is essential for Europe’s scientific and industrial strength.

The EU Critical Medicines Act should also be shaped around patient outcomes and genuine supply
resilience. Key elements include real-time shortage alerts, accelerated permitting for new capacity,
diversified manufacturing locations and risk-based assessments. Ireland’s existing manufacturing
strengths offer practical models for implementation.

IPHA recommends that disease-focused initiatives, such as the EU Beating Cancer Plan, cardiovascular
health strategies, rare-disease action plan and harmonised newborn screening remain priorities.
These initiatives strengthen integrated care pathways, support early intervention, improve survival
and enhance Europe’s research base.

Ireland should further prioritise digital health legislation, including interoperable datasets, trusted Al
deployment, and robust IP and data-governance frameworks. These will accelerate evidence
generation, improve care coordination and strengthen innovation ecosystems across Europe.

Alongside the formal legislative agenda, Ireland could support an associated strategic-resilience event
with a wide multi-sectoral scope. Such an event could examine interdependencies across
pharmaceuticals, digital systems, logistics, energy, transport and others — providing a complementary
platform to the formal Council work programme.



Question 3 — How can the work of the Council during the term of the Irish
Presidency make the most substantial positive impact for people, businesses
and communities across the EU? (max 500 words)

IPHA understands that the Irish Presidency can have a positive impact by demonstrating how EU-level
decisions translate into real benefits for citizens, businesses and communities. A Presidency narrative
anchored in resilience, competitiveness and equity will help citizens see the tangible value of EU
cooperation.

A core impact will come from actions that reduce time-to-treatment gaps and support predictable,
efficient regulatory pathways. Embedding patient voices in HTA and regulatory processes ensures that
innovation reaches people who need it most.

Strengthening life-course immunisation will deliver major benefits—protecting citizens, reducing
avoidable hospitalisations, preserving workforce productivity and supporting AMR strategies.

Digital advances, including interoperable patient records and Al-enabled care pathways, will drive
efficiency, empower patients and open new opportunities for SMEs and innovators. Ireland can
highlight replicable digital models, enabling smaller Member States to accelerate transformation.

Progress on disease-focused initiatives such as cancer, cardiovascular health, rare diseases and brain
health will drive earlier diagnosis, reduce health inequalities and support innovation ecosystems
across Europe. IPHA are willing to collaborate with Patient Advocacy Groups on events and position
papers to achieve these aims and ensure the voice of the patient is heard throughout the Presidency.

Ireland has a unique opportunity to demonstrate the regional impact of the life sciences sector,
showcasing how EU policy supports jobs, training and research capacity in communities beyond major
cities. Regional site visits during the Presidency can highlight Ireland’s distributed ecosystem and
reinforce the connection between EU policy and local prosperity.

An associated event on cross-sectoral strategic resilience would further highlight how coordinated
European action strengthens supply security, digital reliability and societal preparedness practical
benefits citizens can understand and value.

We believe that Ireland is uniquely placed to spearhead a European Pharmaceutical Taskforce bringing
together the European Commission, Member States, and industry — as referenced in the submission
to this consultation by the European Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Association. IPHA
supports the establishment of this Taskforce, which should deliver a bold, high-level Political
Declaration during the Irish Presidency, reaffirming the strategic importance of Europe’s research-
based pharmaceutical sector and the EU’s commitment to invest in its future.



Question 4 — How can we best communicate the values and benefits of EU
membership to its citizens and create a sense of ownership, amongst citizens,
over Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the EU? (max 500 words)

An effective Presidency will require clear communication of how EU membership improves daily life,
strengthens health systems and supports economic opportunity. Citizens should see the Presidency
not as a technical process, but as something that supports better health and stronger communities.

Ireland should therefore adopt a clear narrative: “Better Health, Stronger Europe.” This connects EU
cooperation with visible improvements in care, access, security and competitiveness.

Regional engagement will be essential. Therefore, IPHA proposes that the government considers site
visits to pharmaceutical and life-science facilities, particularly in rural and regional areas, which will
demonstrate how EU membership supports investment, employment and innovation across the
country.

Ireland should also facilitate citizen and patient-centred dialogues, including patient roundtables that
highlight lived experiences and bring policymaking closer to the public.

Digital storytelling can showcase practical examples such as improved vaccination coverage, earlier
cancer diagnosis, Al-driven clinical decision support and secure medicine supply chains, helping people
see how EU cooperation directly benefits their families and communities.

Communicating the Presidency’s work on strategic resilience will also help citizens understand how
the EU safeguards critical supply systems, digital infrastructure and societal stability. An associated
event grounded in resilience would offer a strong communications anchor for explaining the relevance
of EU action. Working with stakeholders (including industry, clinicians, and patient organisations) will
ensure the Presidency’s outreach is inclusive and nationally owned.

Question 5 — Any other comments — The Case for a National Life Sciences
Strategy (max 500 words)

Ireland stands at a pivotal moment to shape a future where life sciences drive both economic
prosperity and health system transformation. The 2026 EU Presidency offers a platform to lead on
competitiveness, equity, and innovation—but this requires a clear national framework. Publishing a
National Life Sciences Strategy ahead of the Presidency will give Ireland the credibility and capability
to influence EU priorities and showcase best practice.

As stated, the Presidency should adopt “Competitiveness for Equity” as its guiding theme, ensuring
innovation translates into faster and fairer patient outcomes. We believe a National Life Sciences
Strategy will assist Ireland to lead on major EU initiatives such as the Critical Medicines Act and Biotech
Act, shaping policies on supply resilience, regulatory simplification, and investment conditions. By



aligning these priorities with Ireland’s integrated life sciences ecosystem, the Presidency can
demonstrate practical models for resilient supply chains and patient-friendly research.

Ireland can also champion disease-focused agendas like the EU Beating Cancer Plan, cardiovascular
health, rare disease and brain health, while promoting life-course immunisation to strengthen health
security and economic stability. A National Life Sciences Strategy will allow Ireland to showcase how
linking integrated care pathways with equity targets improves outcomes while creating high-value
employment.

By aligning with the European Health Data Space and embedding Al into care delivery, Ireland can
demonstrate replicable models for smaller and larger health systems. A national strategy will provide
the blueprint for Ireland to publish governance playbooks and demonstrate replicable digital health
models, reinforcing Europe’s leadership in innovation.

IPHA believes that a National Life Sciences Strategy should be built upon three Strategic Pillars
1. Fostering Enterprise: Grow indigenous companies, sustain FDI, and protect advanced
manufacturing.
2. Innovation Uptake: Accelerate access to medicines, diagnostics, and digital tools; reform
procurement; expand clinical trials.
3. Research, Data & Digital: Position Ireland as a global hub for life sciences research and digital
health adoption.

Cross-cutting enablers—such as a Life Sciences Council, skills pipeline development, and regulatory
reform—will underpin the success of a Strategy. A National Life Sciences Strategy will also be the basis
for a compelling Presidency narrative: “Better Health, Stronger Europe.”

Publishing a National Life Sciences Strategy ahead of the Presidency is not optional—it is essential. It
will give Ireland the credibility, clarity, and capability to lead on competitiveness, equity, and
innovation, ensuring that the 2026 Presidency delivers lasting impact for patients, businesses, and
communities across Europe.

Such a Strategy would also provide the policy foundation for an associated strategic-resilience event,
enabling Ireland to showcase leadership across interconnected sectors while remaining firmly
anchored in the health agenda.



